


- Bulgarian Media Culture

1f we are to approach Bulgarian media Culture
through a set of stereotypes we can claim that it comes
from the lower east end of Europe, clichéed as the lang
of fine wine and failed demacracy and on the way to be
promoted on the cultural map as a frustrating climate for
emerging digital art, The topic Prompts a focus on the
national media art idiosincrisity and relates jt to the
recent media art forum, called ARS EX NATIO /Made in
BG, held in Plovdiv, May/June 1997. The Forum was con-
ceived around the notion of the indigenous Culture ang
the national identity. International two-day conference
kept theorising the pressing issues of how distinctly
European or cosmopolitan is the new media art ~Made
0 i Bulgaria and how far its specific national features
could reach. Even timewise the festival with its range of
well-curated installations of 32 Bulgarian artists at about 10
0Old Plovdiv's venues was crucial for questioning the increa-
- sin re practised non-conventional art forms and the im-
~ pactoflocal/global in the post-totalitarian reality in which
uncertainty, chaos and change dominate the artistic per-
. However these sophisticated media events teng to

polarise the local art community and it did again split the
Is into pro-traditional and pro-new media !
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