














14 Introduction

If Utopie drew their material from the disposable realm of newspapers and
magazines, advertisements and promotional brochures, their arguments
ultimately took aim at the concrete history and development of urban legis-
lation and practice. This took place in the magazine, but also in the form
of pampbhlets, such as The Logic of Urbanism, which served as punctual
interventions distributed at professional conferences and meetings.!®

The early 1960s had scen the rise of the discourse of “urbanisme spatial” in
France, linked to the emerging concept of megastructure, and like it, to a
broader wave of technological, speculative optimism.'” Bold proposals at a
massive urban scale were seen less as monuments, than as facilitating aspirations
towards individual choice, flexibility, and change. In France, such speculative
proposals were combined with a discourse of futurological forecasting dubbed
“prospectivism,” in which the impending, dynamic transformation of urban life
was contrasted with the insufficiency of an older, modernist rubric of functional
zoning and statistical planning.*® For Utopie, such visionary proposals appeared
politically ambivalent, not so much providing an alternative as mirroring and
amplifying the futurological orientation latent in the technocratic urban
planning developed by the state in wake of Charles de Gaulle’s return to
power in 1958.%° “Spatial” or “visionary” urbanism were but another facet of
more normative and bureaucratic forms of urbanism; in both cases urbanists
were caught in a “vortex,” consigned to the project of “[reducing] social com-
plexity to simple, easily manipulable elements at the level of the ‘urban’ plan.”2

The Logic of Urbanism, together with other analyses of urbanism in the
first three issues of Utopie, sought by contrast to distinguish between “the
urban,” (urbain) and the city, or more particularly, from the urban and
representations of the city deployed by contemporary urbanism. In close
dialogue with the ideas of Lefebvre, the group identified “the urban” with
the massive explosion and reorganization of the built fabric effected under
industrial capitalism through the course of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, a wave of development that destrucrured and exceeded the historical

16. La Logique de lurbanisme, (1967), LArgent de lurbanisme, (1969), and the poster Usopie ne sécrit pas au futur, (1969)
were produced for and distributed at specific events. Other amphlets, such as Des raisons de larchitecture, expanded
existing texts that the group produced so as to address the degates surrounding the reformulation of architectural edu-
cation. in. the wake of May 1968. Still others, such as Urbaniser la lutte de classe, gathered rogether and recirculated short
texts thar the group had produced in disparate contexts. See Chronological Bibliography, pp. 321-323.

17. The term “megastructure” was coined in 1964 by the Japanese architect Fumihiko Maki. Reyner Banham, the first
historian to chronicle the movement, included a survey of “urbanisme spatial” in his Megastructure: Urban Futures of the
Recent Past (New York: Harper and Row, 1976). See also: Fumihiko Maki, Jnvestigations in Collective Form (St. Louis:
Washingron University School of Architecture, 1964). On “urbanisme spatiale” see Larry Busbea, Topologies: The Urban
Utopia in France, 1960-1970 (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2007).

18. The key critic to frame sparial urbanism in the terms of “prospectivisme” was Michel Ragon. See: Michel Ragon, O
Vivrons-Nous Demain? (Paris: Roberr Laffont, 1963).

19. A key landmark of this planning was the Schéma directeur d'aménagement e durbanisme de la région de Paris (1965)
developed under the direction of Paul Delouvrier. Delouvrier, who embraced the forecasting visions of prospectivist dis-
course, was appointed by De Gaulle to administer the replanning of Paris following his role in directing the so-called
Constantine Plan from 1958-1960 during the Algerian war. Artempting to steer the course of Parisian development over
the next forty years, rhe Schéma effectively doubled the metropolitan area and broke it up into seven suburban regions,
foreseeing the creation of new satellite town centers, a new regional commuter train network (the RER) and an extensive
highway system. See: Délégation générale au district de la région de Paris, Schéma directeur daménagement et durbanisme
de la région de Paris (Paris: 1966), and Pierre Lavedan, Histoire de lurbanisme a Paris (Paris: Hachetre, 1975).

20. Utopie, The Logic of Urbanism, pp. 117.
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