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This exclusive concentration on one aspect of validity atone, and the exclusion of aspects of truth and justice,
breakdown as soun as aesthelic experience is drawn inle an individual [ife history and is absorbed into
ordinary life. The reception of art by layman, or by the everyday expert goes i a vather different direction
than the reception of art by professional eritic.

Albreckt Wellmer has drawn my atlention to one way that an aesthetic experience which is not framed
around the exrer'sC critical judgments of taste can have iis significance altered as soon as such an
exrperience 15 nsed to flumiate a life-historical situatior, and is related to life problems; it enters into a
language game which is a0 longer that crificism. The aesthelic experience then not only renews the
interpretations of our needs in whose light we perceive the world, it permeates as well our cognitive
signification ard our normative expectations and changes the manner in which all these moments refer to

one another.
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- Stanley Fish, ks There a Text in This Class? The Authority of Interpretive Comsmunities, (London: Harvard
University of Press, 1982).
- Stanfey Fish, Self- Consuming Arte-facts: The Experience of Seventeenth Century Literature, (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1972):
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- Neom Chomesky, Language & Mind, (New York: Harcourt Press, 1963).
- Neom Chomesky, Syntactic Structures, (Mouton: The Hagues, 1957).
- Neom Chomesky, Some Imperical lssues in the Theorv of iransformational Grammer, in Goals of Linguistic
Theory, 5. Peters (ed.), (New Jersy: Prentice Hall, 1972).
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- Neom Chomesky, Seme Methodologicat Remarks on Generative Grammar, in word, No. 17. 1961
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* Neom Chomesky, Language & Mind, {New York: Harcourt Prese, 1968).
* Neom Chomesky, Syntactic Structures, (Moutan: The Hagues, 1957).
- Reom Chomesky, 71Some Imperical lesaes in the Theory of transformational Grammes in Goals of
Linguistic Theory, 8. Peters fed.), (New Jersy: Prentice Hall, 1972).
- Neom Chomesly, “Some Methadological Remarks on Generative Grammar,” in word, No.17.1961.
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13- Wolfgang Iser, “The implied Reader: Patterns of commmication” in Prose Fiction From Bunyan to
Beckett, (London: Johns Heplns University Press, 1974).

- Hans Rebert Janss,  Literary History as a Challenge to terary Theory”, in New Directions in Literacy
History, Ralf Coln(ed.), (London: Routledge,1974).
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8. Fish Is There a Text, p.14.
Itis interpretive communifies rather than the text or the readers that produce meanings and are respoﬁsib}e
for the emergence of formal feahres. Interpretive communities are made up of those who share interpretive
strategies not for reading, but fer writing texts, for constituting their properties. In other words, these
strategies exist prior to the act of reading and therefors determine the shape of what is read rather than, as

is ustally assumed, the other way around.
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] will bse the term”modern” to designate any science that legitimates itse with reference to a
metadiscourse of this kind, making an explictt appeal to some grand narrative, such as the dialectics of
spirit, the hermeneutics of meaning, the emancipation of the rafional or working subject, or the creation of
wealth. For example, the rule of consensus between the sender and the addressee of a statement with trath-
value is deemed acceptai]ie if it is cast n terms of a possible unanimity between rational minds:this is the
extlightenment narcative, in which the hero of knowledge works toward a good ethico-political end: universal

peace.
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34 Ron Silliman, The New Sentence, (New York: Roof, 1977), P31

, 5 L 20 33 5 a1 ol
The primary ideelogical message of poetry lies not in its explieit content, political though that may be, but in
the attitude toward reception it demands of the reader. It is this "attitude towad information”, which is
carried forward by the recipient. It is this attitude which forms the basis for the vesponse to other

information, not necessarily litrary, in the test, and heyond the poem, in the world
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Jean Baudeillard, The Ecstasy of Communication, Caraline Schutze {trans.), {New York: Semiotex (E)
Foreign Agents Serfes, 1988), pp.15-16.
98 a2 fidll adaial
Each individual sees rimself promoted %o the controls of 3 hypathetical Machine, isolated in a position of
perlect sovereignly, at an infinite distance from his original universe, that is to say, in the same position as
the: astronant in his bubble, existing in a state of welghtlessness which compels the individual to maintain
sufficient speed in zero gravity to avaid crashing inte his planet of erigtn. The realization of the arbital
salellite (leads) io the elevation of the domestic wniverse fo the celestial metaphor, with the orbiting of the
twe — room/Litchen/bathroom mit in the last lunar model; hence L the satellization of the real itself. The
everydayness of the terrestial habital hypostatized in space: marks the end of meLaphysics, and signals the
beginning of the era of byperreality: that which was previously mentally projected, which was lived as a

metaphor without a metaphor, into absolute space of simwlation.
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- The Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy, Robert Audi (ed.) (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1955) p.532-1. '
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55 Edward W. Said, The World, the Text, and the Critic, (Loadon: Yintage, 1983), p. 4.

1oh pn il tLiA]l
Even if we accept {as in the main 1 do) the arguments pul forword by Hayden — White, there is no way to get
past fexts in order to apprehend “real” history directly — it is still possible to say that such a claim need not
also efiminate interest in the events and the circumstanes enfaffed by, and expressed in, the texis
themselves. Those events and circumstances are textual too..., and much that goes on n texts alludes to
them, affifiates itself directly to them. My positian is that texts are worldly, to some degree they are events,
and, #ven when they apear te deny it, they are nevertheless a part of the social world, human life, and of

cozse the histerical moments in which they are located and nterpreted.
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