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FORWARD 

The texts here compiled were written at the “watershed 
between ecological and non-ecological thinking.”* 

With Warren Brodey’s permission, we share them in 
connection with the launch of a new digital interface to his 
book Earthchild from 1974, for which they may serve as a 
context (vandal.ist/earthchild).

Some of the ideas presented in these texts were received  
in interesting ways. Jack Burnham quoted from Brodey’s 
article on human enhancement (written together with 
Nilo Lindgren) in the catalog for the landmark exhibition 
Software – Information Technology: Its New Meaning for Art in 
1970; his notion of “soft architecture” was picked up by 
Nicholas Negroponte in Soft Architecture Machines (1975); 
and Gregory Bateson found use for his concept of the 
“time-grain” in Steps to an Ecology of Mind (1972).

Today, well into the paradigm of “general ecology” (Erich 
Hörl), Brodey’s texts deserve renewed attention. Some of 
them have been hard to come by. It is time they are put 
back into circulation.

Hereby forwarded.  

Karin Nygård and Ellef Prestsæter
Blaker, 2024

* Warren Brodey and Gregory Bateson, “The Treaty of 
Kealakekua Bay,” unpublished transcript, May 1972.
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