






Historical note:

These newsletters were produced in the spring of 1993.

The third newsletter refers to the visit by the sitting Prime Minister, John Major, to open the 
Limehouse Link on 17 May 1993. 

In 2011 Tom de Castella in an article for the BBC News Magazine, “The UK's last, great, 
expensive, short roads” (27 June 2011)1 After mentioning the scale of profligate spending on the 
M74 and M3 at that time, he said they failed to match the inflation adjusted costs of the Limehouse 
Link in 1993.

“The most expensive road per mile is the Limehouse Link. The 1.1 mile (1.8 km)
tunnel in London's Docklands opened in 1993 at a cost £293m. Adjusted for one
measure  of  inflation  that  would  be £445m or  £230,000 per  yard  (£250,000 per
metre). It was designed and built in seven years and at the time was the second
biggest engineering project in Europe after the Channel Tunnel.

It  was  almost  insane,"  says  Sir  Peter  Hall,  Bartlett  professor  of  planning  at

University College London. "But Margaret Thatcher would stop at nothing to get the

Isle of Dogs developed. "The price tag can be explained by the fact it had to avoid

other tunnels and a river basin and incorporate a junction within the tunnel.”

de Castella explained the M74 extension cost £86,500 a metre and the A3 Hindhead tunnel at 

Hindhead in Surrey cost £155,000 per metre.

However the current government led by Rishi Sunak is still pursuing the Stonehenge Road Tunnel 
Plan. In response the 2023 the Stonehenge Alliance raised enough money to mount a High Court 
challenge in December of that year. The results should be published in January 2024.

For more up to date information see: https://stonehengealliance.org.uk/
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