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I do not intend to pursue these architects” theory ol architecture
as a form of thought, but only the assumption on which it is based,
namely that the wholen of a building in the old sense of the
master builders no longer exists,

Personally, I still believe in the sell-sufficient, corporeal whole-
ness of an architectural object as the essential, if difficult, aim of
my work. if not as a natural or given fact.

Yet how are we to achieve this wholeness in architecture at a
time when the divine, which once gave things a meaning, and ev
reality itself seem to be dissolving in the endless flux of transitory
igns and images”

Peter Handke writes of his endeavors to make texts and descrip-
tions part of the environment they relate to. If T understand him
carrectly, I am confronted here not only by the all-too-familiar
awareness of the difficulty of eliminating artificiality in things
created in an artificial act and of making them part of the world of
ordinary and natural things, but also by the belief that truth lies in
the things themselves.

| believe that if artistic proc s strive for wholeness, they al-
ways attempt to give their creations a presence akin to that lound
in the things of nature or in the natural environment.

Consequently, | find that I can understand Handke, who in the
same interview refers to himself as a writer about places, when he

requires of his texts that “there should be no additives in them,

but a cognizance of details and of their interlinking ta form a (o

factual complex.”

The word Handke uses to designate what 1 have here called a
factual complex, namely “Sachverhal.” seems to me to he mean-
ingful with regard to the aim of whole and unadulterated thing
exact factual contents must be brought together. buildings must be
thought of as complexes whose details have been rightly identified

and put into a factual relationship to each other. A factual rela-

tionship!

T A Y




















































Peter Zumthor
Thinking Architecture

Translation: Maureen Oberli-Turner
Editorial assistance: Catherine Schelbert
Design: Lars Miiller

after a concept by Hannele Gronlund
Typography: Atelier Lars Miiller

Typefaces: Berthold Bodoni and Berthold Akzidenz Grotesk
Photographs: Héléne Binet

Photolithos: Ast & Jakob AG, Kéniz
Printing: Konkordia Druck GmbH, Biihl
Binding: Buchbinderei Spinner, Ottersweier
Paper: Z-Opak W, 100 g/m?

This book is also available in a german language edition (ISBN 3-7643-6100-X).

By the same publisher:
Peter Zumthor Works. Buildings and Projects 1979-1997 (ISBN 3-7643-6099-2),
Peter Zumthor Hauser. 1979-1997 (ISBN 3-7643-6098-4).

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the Library of Congress,
Washington D.C., USA.

Deutsche Bibliothek Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Zumthor, Peter:

Thinking architecture / Peter Zumthor. [Transl.: Maureen Oberli-Turner.
Photogr.: Héléne Binet]. - Basel ; Boston ; Berlin : Birkhduser, 1999

Dt. Ausg. u.d.T.: Zumthor, Peter: Architektur denken

ISBN 3-7643-6101-8 (Basel ..)

ISBN 0-8176-6101-8 (Boston)

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved, whether the whole or part of
the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, re-use of
illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in other ways,
and storage in data banks.

For any kind of use, permission of the copyright owner must be obtained.

Licence edition with the kind permission of Lars Miiller Publishers, P.O. Box 912,
CH-5401 Baden

© 1998 Peter Zumthor and Lars Miiller Publishers

© for the licence edition 1999 Birkhauser - Publishers for Architecture,

P.O. Box 133, CH-4010 Basel, Switzerland

Printed on acid-free paper produced from chlorine-free pulp. TCF =
Printed in Germany

ISBN 3-7643-6101-8
ISBN 0-8176-6101-8

987654321




