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The Hannover Principles
William McDonough Archifects

The Hannover Principles represent an aftempt ky
William McDeonough Architects fo establish sq
broad ethical guidelines for sustainable desig
The firm was commissioned by the city of
Hannover, Germany fo develop standards for fh
millennial World's Fair with the theme *Humgni
Nature, and Technology.” The Principles were
announced at the Earth Summit in Rio de Jane
Brazil in June 1992.

The principles are not a prescription for
designers, but rather ideals to pursue in the com
plex process of working in today's environmeni;
They succinctly summarize the recommendations
that derive from the ethical position stated in
"Design, Ecology, Ethics, and the Making of
Things.” The guidelines begin by stafing the sig
nificance of nature as the primary support to |
human life, while acknowledging its susceptibil
to degradation by our activifies. The concept 6
responsibility for the consequences of design is
then expanded to include protecting natural sys:
tems, human setilements, and future gensrations.
Reuse, reassembly, and recycling will help atia
the goal of eliminating waste with regard to maf
ufactured products. For example, in a plan
endorsed by McDonough's firm, Herman Miller
now accepts returns of its furniture for recycling
parts and materials info new pieces.

Perhaps most difficult for architects,
engineers, and planners fo accept, given fhe
constantly shiffing and growing knowledge basé:
is the idea that design and technology cannot
solve all the problems they create. McDonough-
and company urge accepting the limitations O'f._:
human ingenuity, instead of maintaining a post
tivist view of the role of science. Solutions 10 €
ronmental problems will be found once
humankind ceases its attempt fo dominate NatY
and, instead, views it as a madel. Arc'nileclfi mus!
step forward to lead inferdisciplinary feams
newly reoriented problem-solving.
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ights of humanity and nature to co-exist in a healthy, supportive, diverse,

condition.

interdependence. The elements of human design interact with and depend

ural world, with broad and diverse implications at every scale. Expand

ions to recognizing even distant effects.

onships between spirit and matter. Consider all aspects of human settle-

ng community, dwelling, industry, and trade in terms of existing and evolv-

ons between spiritual and material consciousness.

nsibility for the consequences of design decisions upon human well-

ility of natural systems, and their right to co-exist.

bjects of long-term value. Do not burden future generations with require-

ntenance or vigilant administration of potential danger due to the careless
ucts, processes, or standards.

the concept of waste. Evaluate and optimize the full life-cycle of products

€s, to approach the state of natural systems, in which there is no waste.

atural energy flows. Human designs should, like the living world, derive

2 forces from perpetual solar income. Incorporate this energy efficiently and

ponsible use.

the limitations of design. No human creaion lasts forever and design does

Pproblems. Those who create and plan should practice humility in the face

€at nature as a model and mentor; not an inconvenience to be evaded or

inover Principles: Design for Sustainability (New York: William McDonough
2), 5. Courtesy of the author.

McDONOUGH 409



9. Seck constant improvement by the sharing of knowledge. Encourage direct 5
communication between colleagues, patrons, manufacturers, and users to link ;6---—
sustainable considerations with ethical responsibility, and re-establish the inte
tionship between natural processes and human activity.

The Hannover Principles should be seen as a living document committed to the
formation and growth in the understanding of our interdependence with nature, sq o
they may adapt as our knowledge of the world evolves.
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