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Published on the occasion of the exhibition “The Wonderful World of Irational.org. Tools, Techniques and Events 1996-2006” in the PHOENIX Halle Dortmund from 30. 08. till 29. 10. 2006, curated by Inke Arns and Jacob Lillemose.

“Irational is a loose grouping of six international net and media artists who came together around the server irational.org, founded by the British net artist Heath Bunting in 1996, going on to make decisive contribution to early net art from the mid-1990s onward. With dry humor and minimal aesthetics, irational commented the Internet hype of the mid-to-late 1990s, competing with the commercialization-euphoria of the new market by developing its own pseudo-ventures. Net art was immediate during this period, neither needing nor enjoying the safety of a mediating space or instance. This is why irational often hit upon humorless trademark attorneys, who wanted to keep irational from using brand names such as 7-11, American Express, Sainsbury’s and Tesco. These encounters, which the exhibition documents extensively, were little more than a prelude to more recent developments in the field of copyright, intellectual property, and brand protection. Heath Bunting was the first net artist to retire in 1997, putting an end to his exclusive work on the net and turning back to more intensive work in public space, which the Internet has become such an important part of today. If the activities of irational during its “net phase” were dedicated to calling virtual boundaries into question, its members now experiment with interrogating and overcoming economic, political, and social boundaries in real space, producing a great deal of comic relief, among other things.” (from the press release for the exhibition)

With texts by Susanne Ackers, Inke Arns, Matthew Fuller, Francis Hunger, Jacob Lillemose, Darija Šimunović

Editors Susanne Ackers, Inke Arns, Francis Hunger, Jacob Lillemose

Publisher  Revolver – Archiv fuer aktuelle Kunst, Frankfurt am Main, October 2006

ISBN 3865882994, 978-3865882998

136 pages

Publisher

PDF (6 MB, updated on 2023-3-10)

						 
				           
 
Comment (0)
							 



				 








	


   
		
		
	 

	Trackback URI  |
	Comments RSS





Leave a Reply




    
            
      Name (required)

      
      

      
      Email (required)

      
      

      
      Website

      
      

      
            
      Speak your mind

      
      

      
      
        
        
      

      
Δ
    







		
		
		
			

			

			 

		


	

	

	





				activism
aesthetics
anthropology
architecture
archive
art
art criticism
art history
art theory
avant-garde
biography
body
capitalism
cinema
city
communism
computing
conceptual art
contemporary art
copyright
critique
cybernetics
democracy
design
economy
education
feminism
film
film history
film theory
history
history of technology
internet
knowledge
labour
language
literature
machine
marxism
mass media
media
media art
media theory
music
music history
neoliberalism
networks
painting
performance
performance art
philosophy
photography
poetry
politics
science
social movements
software
sound
sound art
sound recording
technology
television
theatre
theory
video 

	

	
	
		










      
	



      
 

		



				





	







The materials on this blog are for educational and noncommercial use only. All rights belong to the authors. If you believe that material we link to infringes your copyright and wish for the material to be removed, please contact us and it will be removed from this site with or without a link you designated for the material to be previewed by the users. Please support the authors by purchasing their works. | Top	













